
The Nazareth Page 
A gospel meditation for the home 

April 1, 2018 – Easter Sunday – Resurrection of the Lord 
John 20:1-9 

 
The celebration of Easter has some of the same problems as does Christmas. It’s been 

taken over by non-Christian concerns. Easter outfits, Easter baskets, Easter lilies, and a 

great event on the White House lawn, Easter egg rolling. In the Northern Hemisphere, 

Easter usually occurs with the arrival of springtime. Life survives the winter. Some 

Christian substance there, but not as deep as the Christian belief in the Resurrection!  

 

So, what might we reflect on this Easter? First, of course, the event of Jesus rising from 

the dead. He did not wake up from sleep. He did not simply continue the life he once led. 

He was not resuscitated. According to St. Paul, Jesus attained a new condition and began a 

New Creation. The risen Christ left the condition of a death bound humanity to one of new 

life, a life that was available to all, a life of deep love, and a life that would never end.  

 

This is the same Jesus who suffered and was crucified. He now exists among us. God is 

now in charge through the continued life of Christ in his followers. His risen life vivifies all 

through the power of God’s Holy Spirit. And he can touch all of human life, yours and mine, 

in all the countless details of our lives.  

 

Why do I bring up the idea of details? For the same reason that in John’s Gospel today 

there is mention of a facial burial cloth, “wrapped in its own place,” that Mary Magdalene 

and Peter and the Beloved Disciple (likely John) noticed in the empty tomb. Why mention 

such a seemingly small detail? Because it is part of the Great Story. And all the parts of 

that story are important – just like all the details of our lives are significant – whether we 

believe so or not. 

 

You might have heard the phrases, “God is in the details” and “the devil is in the details.” 

While I prefer the first phrase, both are used to point out that often important parts of 

a reality are somewhat hidden to us. We are invited to carefully examine the details of 

anything because we might discover something quite important. In fact, that’s where we 

might find a deeper meaning for this Easter.  

 

Respectfully, therefore, observe the people in your life. Attend to their needs (and your 

own) with as much attention to details as possible. Remember, it’s all part of the Great 

Mystery into which we are invited to live each day -- arriving with each new sunrise -- 

after that first Easter morning. It’s good to notice the flowers, the eggs, the warmth of 

the day. But attend to everything. Don’t miss a single detail. God is there.  

David M. Thomas, PhD 



The Nazareth Page 

A gospel meditation for the home 
April 8, 2018 – Second Sunday of Easter 

John 20:19-31 
 
Behind locked doors, interesting things can happen. As they did to the disciples of Jesus 

after his Resurrection. There were two visits by the Risen Christ to them while they were 

still in Jerusalem. The first one had its own interesting dynamics. Without any warning, 

with the doors locked, Jesus was suddenly standing there in their midst. While his 

disciples were probably scared to death, Jesus greets them with a wish for them to be at 

peace. You can imagine that they were anything but peaceful at that moment.  

 

Once all had settled down, Jesus got down to business. He was charging them with a 

mission. A mission that would include their being ambassadors for God. They would bring 

God’s merciful forgiveness to those needing that gift.  

 

This was a very important ministry for them. We humans often fail to do our best. 

Sometimes we even sin. Left alone in our sins, we can lose hope for ourselves and for a 

better tomorrow. Knowing that we are forgiven can release us to do better. God wants us 

to feel the touch of God’s forgiveness and Jesus wants of his disciples to help in this 

mission.  

 

Speaking of touch, we also learn about the late arrival of Thomas the apostle who has the 

unflattering name of “Doubting Thomas.” Because that’s my last name, people have 

occasionally accused me of doubting. Thomas the apostle does us a special service by 

showing us that Jesus is okay with doubters. He doesn’t criticize Thomas for doubting. He 

even goes out of his way to help Thomas move from wondering doubt to wonderful faith.  

 

Then we hear from the doubting one some of the most powerful words in the gospels. He 

looks at Jesus and with fully strengthened faith he says to Jesus, “My Lord and my God.”  

 

The word used here for “Lord” is the Greek word, Kyrios. It is a sacred word, reserved for 

God. Making this confession of faith has its own power. It is life giving. To admit that God 

is close to us, as Thomas declared, is quite an affirmation. It implies that God is not 

immeasurably distant from us, but rather, God is intimately close to us. God is present in 

the Eucharist but also present when we hear God’s word, when we care for others in the 

name of God and when we pray to God.         

 

David M. Thomas, PhD     

 
 



The Nazareth Page 

A gospel meditation for the home 
April 15, 2018 – Third Sunday of Easter  

Luke 24:35-48 

 
Throughout the gospel we are given many examples of Jesus taking care of others. He 

cured their illnesses. He drove evil spirits from them. He gave sight to their blindness. He 

spoke words of God so that they would understand the deep truth of their lives. He even 

died for them. As later theologians would put it, “He was a man for others.” 

 

In this Sunday’s gospel we come across a delightful example of Jesus asking for and 

receiving something from others. Specifically, it was from the two disciples with whom he 

“broke bread” at Emmaus. Luke states that they are back in Jerusalem with the other 

disciples.  

 

Suddenly Jesus, the Risen One, was also among them. As proof that it was really him in 

their midst, he told them to look at his wounded hands and feet. He was not a ghost or a 

spirit. And after they realized it really was him, out of the blue he asked them,” Do you 

have anything to eat?” He noticed that they had recently baked some fish. Perhaps he 

could smell the smoke. Perhaps Jesus thought that good smoked fish is always delicious. 

  

So, they gave him a piece and “he took it and ate it in front of them.” Thus, he had two 

meals with those two disciples that he met on the road to Emmaus. One with bread and one 

with fish. Sharing food with others often symbolizes a very important idea in the gospels. 

Sharing food with others meant sharing life with them. This sharing of the fish with 

Jesus, even after he is risen, is worth thinking about.  

 

Earlier Jesus had called twelve men to be his special followers. They came from various 

walks of life (as we put it) but the largest number were fishermen. Bread and fish were 

served to the multitudes who came to hear the words of Jesus. The gift of the land was 

bread. The gift of the sea was fish. As followers of Christ, we were to be nourished by all 

that God had created. And we were to share God’s gifts with each other.  

 

The Risen Jesus was to be part of all nourishing activities in God’s kingdom from then on. 

The resurrection was not the end of God’s involvement with us, but the beginning. Jesus 

wants to be a part of our lives, so not only are we fed by his body and blood in the 

Eucharist, but we also feed him (symbolically speaking) in all the meals that we share with 

others. The disciples from Emmaus were among the first to do this. Jesus really enjoyed 

that fish dinner!            

 

       David M. Thomas, PhD   



The Nazareth Page 

A gospel meditation for the home 
April 22, 2018 – Fourth Sunday of Easter  

John 10:11-18 
 

There are countless artistic renditions of Jesus as the Good Shepherd. I have one framed 

in my study. It shows Jesus holding a young lamb next to his face. The image is one of 

tenderness and love. I think of this lamb, safely held touching Jesus, as just having been 

found. For a time, it was a lost sheep, a fearful sheep, one that had wandered from the 

flock. We know how Jesus felt about lost sheep. They were to be retrieved. Even at the 

risk of losing 99 other sheep. The logic of the gospels can confound us. At times, it can 

seem almost foolish.  

 

In another part of the New Testament we read that the wisdom of the world is not to be 

equated with the wisdom of God. God’s ways can appear foolish to certain mind-sets. The 

greatest act of worldly foolishness was Jesus dying on the cross. People who witnessed 

this act couldn’t believe their eyes.  

 

They knew Jesus as a person of power. If he wanted to escape, if he wanted to slip from 

the grasp of those bent on his destruction, he could have done so easily. There were 

available exit routes from the death of Jesus that the crowds called for. As the gospels 

note, armies of angels could have swept down and rescued him. Jesus had many followers. 

With good organization, they could have gathered and forced the enemies of Jesus to 

back off. It even seemed that Pilate would accept the least excuse to free Jesus.  

 

But we know that this was not what Jesus wanted. He submitted to the cruel authorities 

and allowed himself to suffer and die the death of a defenceless one. He took the side of 

the poorest, the most vulnerable, the least powerful of his time. He allowed the power of 

this world to dictate his fate. To do so, he exhibited great strength, great tolerance, 

great endurance, and in the end, great love.  

 

Many would say that his actions were that of a fool. He placed too much trust in his God. 

It was a gamble few could appreciate. Still, he did it and he did so because he wanted us to 

know that there are no limits to God’s love of us. Yes, he was the Good Shepherd, who gave 

his life for his sheep. Yes, he was in the judgment of some, an unrealistic idealist. Still, for 

us, he was a manifestation of God’s love and care for all. Especially for those who have, at 

one time or another, lost their way.   

 

 

 

David M. Thomas, PhD 



The Nazareth Page  
A gospel meditation for the home 

April 29, 2018 – Fifth Sunday of Easter  
John 15:1-8 

 
Jesus was a brilliant communicator. He illustrated his teaching of deep truths using 

images, symbols and examples that his listeners could understand. Last week, it was sheep 

and shepherds. The week before the gospel featured broiled fish. This week we find 

ourselves in a vineyard. His home land was dotted with vineyards. Not like the large 

commercial vineyards of California and Washington. But much more local. A few vines 

connected with ordinary homes. They might be called “backyard wineries.” They produced 

just enough for the family and maybe a few extra containers for neighbors and friends. 

Still, the vines were precious to those who had them. And they were carefully attended to. 

 

People knew how important it was to care for both vine stock and branches. The substance 

of the grapes came out of the soil, through the vines and into the branches. Eventually the 

grapes benefited from this wondrous system of production. All of this needed year-round 

attention. Nourishing the soil, protecting the vines and pruning the branches could not be 

overlooked. There was a direct connection between caring for the vines and branches and 

the wine that would reach the family’s table. This was common knowledge.  

 

When Jesus wanted his listeners to understand and appreciate the vital connection 

between him and them, what better image to use than the connection between a vine and 

its branches? No one would say that they didn’t understand his point.  

 

But what does the connection mean for us? It has to do with vitality and fruitfulness. 

First, relationships provide us with life. Recent studies of those called “the vital elderly,” 

or those living full lives into their 70’s, 80’s and 90’s, show a clear connection between 

vitality and healthy human and spiritual relationships. Maintaining close and regular contact 

with family, friends, neighbors and even strangers contributes to the maintaining of 

personal liveliness, the joy of living and even overall physical and emotional health. Staying 

connected makes our lives not only more interesting, but more lively.  

 

The same can be said about our connection with God. Active involvement in a religious 

tradition, personal prayer, meditation and expressing one’s spiritual and religious 

convictions in active service of others all contribute to personal vitality. 

 

Fruitfulness comes from extending oneself outside the narrowness of just living for 

oneself. One takes an interest in others, in their views and in response to their needs. It 

means quite simply actively loving one’s neighbor, connecting the vine with the branches.  

David M. Thomas, PhD 


